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Tip Sheet
BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOUR

One of the keys to having a good experience 
with your neighbours is to be a good neighbour 
yourself.

Neighbours may be just as important and 
beneficial to your enjoyment and living 
experience as your new rental home.

Our tips will help you live well with the people 
around you and build a safe and happy 
neighbourhood.

YOUR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS & VISITORS

Your are responsible for the behaviour of other 
household members or visitors. Remember bad 
behaviour by others could put your tenancy at 
risk. If you have concerns please contact Homes 
North.

JUST SAY HELLO!

One of the best ways to meet your neighbours 
is to make time to talk with them. Knowing 
your neighbours will help make living in your 
community more enjoyable.

Why not introduce yourself to your neighbours 
after you move in. Saying “hello” when you run 
into one another is a great way to get to know 
your neighbours. You might find you share things 

in common and you can also talk about issues to 
do with living in your community.

WHY NOT ARRANGE A BBQ

Another great way to be a friendly neighbour 
is to organise a social event, such as a BBQ 
for everyone that lives in your building or 
neighbourhood.

YOUR RIGHT TO PRIVACY

It is also good to remember people do like their 
privacy and we should always respect that. It’s 
important to recognise when it is okay to mind 
your own business.

HELP EACH OTHER

Neighbours can be a big help to you. Asking 
them to keep an eye on your home while you are 
away, water the garden or feed pets could help 
keep your home safe, secure and well cared for.

You can help them out in return when they may 
be out or away. Or if a problem occurs, you 
may be able to let them know, help fix it, or call 
Homes North. Showing that you care about their 
home as well as yours could mean you have 
someone looking out for your place as well.
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EMERGENCY
AFTER HOURS

REPAIRS NUMBER
1300 662 721

NEED TO CONTACT HOMES NORTH?

Armidale
(02) 6772 5133

Glen Innes
(02) 6732 3652

Gunnedah
(02) 6742 0363

Inverell
(02) 6722 5137

Moree
(02) 6752 4440

Tamworth
(02) 6766 6897

Coledale
(02) 6765 8879 www.homesnorth.org

THINK ABOUT OTHERS

It’s good to be considerate of other people, 
particularly when you’re living in a share 
housing complex. Noise from loud parties for 
example could disturb your neighbours, so if 
you know of a time when your neighbours may 
be affected by noise from your home let them 
know beforehand, keep the noise to a minimum 
and finish at a reasonable hour. Also, remember 
you may have shared walls. Keep your outdoor/
shared spaces clean, and don’t use your space 
for anything dangerous or unpleasant.

HELP OUT

You could consider once in a while doing a 
favour for your neighbour, for example help 
an elderly resident weed their garden. Doing 
something generous for a neighbour will show 
them you are a considerate person, and when 
you need it they may return the favour.

TRAIN YOUR PETS

Pets can be a great addition to your life, but 
need prior approval with a pet agreement. A 
good way to ensure your neighbour likes your 
pet and will enjoy them being around is to train 
them not to be noisy and exercise them daily.

Establishing good terms with your neighbours can 
have many great benefits. Your neighbourhood 
will be friendlier, safer, and a nicer place to live.

HELPING EACH OTHER
If you know your neighbour is away, keep an eye on their place.  If you 
see anything unusual, contact your neighbour or Homes North.  If you are 
worried call the police.


